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Treat the God as Guest:
a new study on Mourning ritual system in the Shang and Zhou

dynasties

Key words: treat the God as guest; binji($£4%); binli(5%4L); fangji (#i%%); binshi (f£)7)

Abstraction: In "three ritual" literature and unearthed ritual text, we can see binli(%£4L) , binji(t
2%) , binshi(3%)7), yanshi (XE)7), fangji (#i%%), binshi ({i£)7), as these etiquette show that
it exists an idea of "Treat the God as Guest”. According to the point of view of the time, The
funeral of the dead from birth to death, His identity from master into guest. According to the point
of view of the space, the system of the cult salute's position and face, it shows the dead (those who
accept the sacrifice) were guests. And after funeral ceremony, the dutiful son become who presided
over the funeral; begin inherited religious and political power from his father and grandfather. This
new understanding suggests that the relationship between man and god in Shang and Zhou

dynasties is far less what in the later understanding so guarded and alienation.
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